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Foreword 


Shukr, Hamd, Salawat 


b.i 


We start with the praise of Allah SWT Who has 
bestowed his humble slaves an opportunity to serve the 
Ummah of his beloved Prophet #. We send our humble 
and loving salutations upon our Master # whose 
guidance has brought us from darkness to light and 
following whose footsteps is an assurance of success in 


this world and the next. 


Weare grateful to Allah SWT for granting iCAN Sama- 
O-Basr Publications the opportunity to present yet 
another thought-provoking book and for choosing us to 
contribute to and further the discourse on many 
important topics that the Muslim Ummah requires 
guidance and clarity on. This book elaborates the 


philosophy of sacrifice in Islam. 
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About the book 


b.i 


This book is structured into three sections, each 


providing beneficial insights about the concept of 


sacrifice. 


In Section 1, we delve into the inspirational story 
of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and his sacrifice, 
drawing lessons of devotion and matchless 
commitment to Tauheed. This section clarifies the 
origins of the concept of sacrifice in Islam. 

Section 2 explains the inseparable relationship 
between growth and the attainment of perfection 
through sacrifice. It underscores the fundamental 
Islamic principle that without sacrifice, there can 
be no true progress or growth in life. One has to 
come out of comfort zone in order to attain the 
next level of perfection in any field and endeavor. 


Islam, through the concept of sacrifice, equips us 
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to embrace this truth and thrive in terms of 
attainment of holistic perfection. 

Finally, Section 3 comprehensively addresses 
objections raised by those who advocate for the 
ban of animal sacrifice or restricting it. Through 
thorough examination and inspiring reasoning, 
the objections are responded to. This section 
serves many purposes in addition to addressing 
the objections on the concept of sacrifice. It also 
teaches us the methodology to think, analyze, 
and give proper response. We can learn from a 
very systematic step by step approach used by 
Maulana Maududi and reflect upon it. If 
understood well, this approach can significantly 
help us in refining our response to the challenges 


and questions of our times. 


About the author 


b.i 
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This book comprises of three writings of Maulana 


Maududi (each encapsulated in a separate section). 


We consider it very important to highlight and 
acknowledge the esteemed author of this book, 
Maulana Syed Abul Aala Maududi, whose prolific 
writings have left an indelible mark on Islamic thought. 
Maulana Maududi's comprehensive exploration of an 
array of subjects and disciplines and his fearless 
confrontation of the challenges of the present times 
continue to inspire generations. His timeless insights 
remain relevant today, perhaps more than ever before, 
serving as guiding lights for seekers of truth in a 


complex world. 


The task of translating the texts was actioned by 
Muhammad Nabeel Musharraf. 


Feedback 


b.i 
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We acknowledge that no work is without imperfection, 
and if any mistake is found within these pages, we 
encourage readers to reach out to iCAN Sama-O-Basr 
Publications. Your feedback is invaluable to us as we 
strive for excellence in providing meaningful literature 


that enriches minds and hearts. 


May this book serve as a source of enlightenment and 
inspiration, guiding readers on a journey of reflection 
and growth. May it deepen their understanding of 
sacrifice and its profound significance in Islam, and 
may it ignite within them a renewed commitment to 
embodying the values of faith, devotion, and 


perseverance. 
With gratitude and humility, 


Muhammad Nabeel Musharraf (14 March 2024) 


Mindmap of key concepts covered in the book 


Commanded by the Quran 


The sacrifice of Ibrahim AS s, 


Evidence from the hadith 


Historical context 


Sacrifices of other prophets Nature of obligation 


Consensus of the salaf 


Specific context of the rituals of Eid Al-Adha 
Continuous practice of the Ummah 
Perfection necessitates sacrifice 


Clarification about the role of the Prophet 


A sign of gratefulness to Allah Sacrifice 


Establishing the Shari'i status 
Preparation to be able to surrender every beloved thing for His love 


Wisdom and Countering the 
philosophical _| arguments of those Analysis from social viewpoint 
foundation who wish to 

restrict it 


Reminder that the true owner is AllahSWT 


Analysis from economic viewpoint 
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Section 1 - The Historical Context of 
Qurbani 


Translation of a speech delivered in Oct 1947; extracted 
from the book Nashri Taqreerain 
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The Quest for Truth 


b.i 


Four thousand years ago, a person was born in the land 
of Iraq who left a permanent mark on human history 
forever. At the time when he opened his eyes, the whole 
world was engulfed in polytheism and idol worship. 
The nation in which he was born was a star- 
worshipping community. The moon, the sun, and other 
planets were their gods, and the royal family was 
considered the offspring of these deities, regarded as 
the lords of the nation. The family in which he was born 
was a lineage of ‘priests’ of that nation, and its main 
responsibility was to keep its people ensnared in the 
trap of star worship. It was in such an era, such a nation, 
and such a family that this person was born. If he had 
followed the common path of the world, he would have 
treaded the same path on which the people of his 
family, his country, and his time were stuck. 
Apparently, there was no light in the world at that time 
to guide towards any other path. And the personal and 
family interest also demanded that he not even consider 
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any other path because the business of star worship had 
financial stakes of his family associated with it. But he 
was not one of those unconscious people who, like 
chaff, start flying in the same direction as the wind 
blows. 


Prejudice and bias in his family and nation could not 
make him blindly accept the ways of his ancestors and 
nation. He deemed it necessary to investigate which 
beliefs and principles his elders and the entire nation 
had built their lives upon, and whether they were 
correct or not. In the course of this independent inquiry, 
he cast his gaze upon the sun, the moon, Venus, and all 
those idols whose divinity he had heard tales of since 
childhood. He scrutinized the objects and entities 
revered by the people with a discerning eye and an 
unbiased mindset. Delving into each one, he pondered 
whether they truly deserved to be considered divine. 
Could they genuinely embody the essence of God? This 
question echoed within him as he examined each object. 
The answer, resounding and clear, emerged from his 
contemplation: a definitive 'no'. And ultimately, he 
established the unbiased opinion that, in reality, all of 
these are mere creations; divinity belongs only to the 
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One who created the heavens and the earth. 


Finding the truth 


b.i 


Then, when this truth was revealed to him, he did not 
adopt the same attitude as those who, despite knowing 
and understanding the truth, refused to accept it. After 
recognizing the truth for what it was, he wasted no time 
in embracing it. Immediately, he proclaimed, “I submit 
myself to the God who is the Creator of the heavens and 
the earth.’ 


Exemplary sacrifices 


b.i 


Along with this acknowledgment, he also declared 
before his family and his people that his path was 
separate from theirs, saying, ‘I dissociate myself from 
your association with polytheism and idolatry. I do not 
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partake in your worship of idols.’ 


This was his first sacrifice. It was the first step he took 
away from blindly following the customs of his 
forefathers, from familial and national prejudices, and 
from all the weaknesses of the self that cause a person 
to persist on a path contrary to the voice of their 
conscience, simply because their family, nation, and the 
world are all moving in the same direction. 


After this acknowledgment and declaration, this person 
did not sit silently. The reality had dawned upon him 
that the true essence of the universe is Tawheed 
(monotheism) and shirk (associating partners with 
Allah) is entirely baseless. After understanding this 
reality, he himself realized that all those people who, 
instead of Tawheed, have built their religion, ethics, and 
civilization on the beliefs of shirk and polytheistic 
principles, they have actually established a dwelling on 
such a delicate branch that is extremely unstable. This 
realization left him restless. 


With full sense of responsibility, he stood up to prevent 
his nation from shirk and to call them towards Tawheed 
(monotheism). He knew that by openly preaching 
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against the national religion, he would deprive himself 
of the mantle of being a member of the family of priests. 
He also knew that if his family turned away from the 
religion of his nation, it would lose all the privileges it 
enjoyed in the country. 


He was also aware that due to this preaching, the entire 
nation would be enraged against him. He was not 
unaware that this preaching would bring him under the 
scrutiny of rulers because the foundation of the royal 
dynasty's power was the belief that they were the 
offspring of deities, and on that basis, Tawheed 
(monotheism) inevitably clashed with the fundamental 
principles of their government. 


Despite knowing all this, he rose up to fulfill his duty. 
He invited his father, his family, his nation, and even 
the king to renounce shirk and accept the belief in 
Tawheed (monotheism). The more opposition he faced, 
the more his activism increased. Eventually, it came to 
a point where on one side he was a lone individual, and 
on the other side, he faced the king, the state, the family, 
even his own father standing against him. 


Now, there was no friend in the entire country. Enemies 
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surrounded him from all sides. No voice of sympathy 
rose in his favor. Despite facing all this, he did not lose 
courage and continued to preach the message of 
Tawheed. Seeing this, the tyrants of the time decided to 
burn him alive publicly. But even the fear of this 
dreadful punishment could not stop him from speaking 
the truth and denouncing falsehood. He accepted being 
thrown into the flames, but he did not accept 
abandoning the truth he had embraced, no matter the 
consequences. This was his second great sacrifice. 


Allah saved him from being burned in the fire out of His 
power. After surviving this danger, it was impossible 
for him to stay in the country. Eventually, he chose a life 
of exile. All the surrounding countries at that time were 
polytheistic. There was no clan or society where he 
could find refuge to live a peaceful life upon accepting 
monotheism. 


In such a situation, the only option available to him to 
find peace was to refrain from preaching monotheism 
after leaving his country. Individually, if a non-native 
traveler or visitor in a town adhered to any religion and 
just kept his faith to himself as a private matter, people 
from other towns and countries would not have any 
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inclination to bother or harass him. In fact, in such a 
situation, they would not even have asked the traveler 
or the visitor to explain about what his religion was. But 
this servant of God did not remain silent even in those 
places. Wherever he went, he gave the same call to all 
of God's servants: abandon the worship of others and 
remain only the servant of the one true God. 


As a result of this preaching, it seemed he was not 
destined to find peace anywhere, even outside of his 
country. He persisted in his journey, traversing various 
lands; at times, he found himself in Syria, at others in 
Palestine, Egypt, or the Hijaz. His entire life passed in 
wandering from one country to another. He had no 
desire for comfort, home, land, wealth, business, or the 
luxuries of life. He only sought that the word of the 
truth he believed in be exalted, and that people be 
guided away from their misguidance and onto the 
straight path which would take them to the real success. 
This desire kept him moving from place to place, and 
behind this desire, he sacrificed all his personal 
interests. This was his third sacrifice. 


The ultimate test of love 
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b.i 


In the world of destitution and uncertainty, as he 
journeyed through life's trials and tribulations, when 
his days drew to a close, God blessed him with a son. 
He raised and nurtured this child until he reached an 
age where he could assist his parents and accompany 
them through life's struggles. This son till that time was 
his only child. Then came the exuberance of youth, and 
the father found himself at that stage of life when a man 
relies most on his children. Anyone can imagine how 
dear this son would have been to the father in such 
circumstances. But to a true Muslim, nothing is dearer 
to him than God and His will. Therefore, all the 
sacrifices made by this great individual, who devoted 
his entire life to his Creator, were still not considered as 
sufficient. 


After all these trials, it was deemed necessary to put him 
to one final test: Could this Haneef (devoted) Muslim 
sacrifice not only his dearest son's love but also his son 
himself for the love of God or not? Thus, this test was 
conducted, and the world witnessed that the elderly 
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man was not merely inclined to sacrifice his lone young 
son at the mere hint of God's command; he was ready 
to slaughter him with his own hands. It is also worth 
mentioning that at the exact moment of sacrifice, Allah 
SWT accepted the substitution of a ram in place of the 
boy, as He did not seek the boy's blood; it was merely a 
test of love. However, this true Muslim had already 
sacrificed his very lifeblood to the extent of his 
intention, obediently offering it at God's indication. 


This was his ultimate and greatest sacrifice, which he 
presented as proof of his Islam, faith, and loyalty to 
God. In reward for his sacrifice, God appointed him as 
the leader of all mankind and elevated him to the 


highest ranks of His friendship. 


Do you understand whose mention is this? This is the 
mention of that revered personality whom we all today 
know as Prophet Abraham, peace be upon him. And 
this is the same sacrifice commemorated today by 
sacrificing animals by Muslims all over the world. 


The purpose of sacrifice on Eid Al-Adha 
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b.i 


The purpose of commemorating this memorable event 
is to revive within the Muslims the same spirit of 
sacrifice, qualities of Islam and faith, and the love and 
loyalty to God that Prophet Abraham, may peace be 
upon him, demonstrated throughout his entire life. If a 
person merely slaughters an animal without possessing 
the spirit of sacrifice and keeping their heart devoid of 
that essence, they unjustly spill the blood of a living 
being. God has no need for their blood or flesh. 


The desired thing in front of Allah is, in fact, for the 
person who believes in the declaration of faith, "La ilaha 
illa Allah," to remain completely devoted to the truth. 
No prejudice, no enthusiasm, no personal interest, no 
coercion, and greed, no fear and loss, no inward 
weakness, and no outward power should be able to 
divert them from the path of truth. After 
acknowledging the servitude to God, they should not 
accept the servitude of anything else. For true Muslims, 
sacrificing every attachment is easy, but sacrificing the 
attachment that they have established with their God in 
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any way is not possible. This sacrifice is the true essence 
of Islam, and today more than ever, we need this reality 
to be embedded in our characters. Whenever Muslims 
have suffered in the world, they have suffered because 
of being devoid of this reality of Islam. 


21 


The Philosophy of Sacrifice — Maulana Syed Abul Aala Maududi 


Section 2 - The Philosophy of Qurbani 


From "Isharat", Tarjuman al-Quran, February 1934 
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The divine law concerning growth and perfection 


b.i 


The system of the world operates under certain divine 
laws. One of such principles deals with a reciprocal 
relationship concerning elevation and growth. On one 
hand, grace, elevation, generosity, and growth are 
bestowed from the One who is full of grace (i.e., Allah 
SWT); no growth or journey towards excellence or 
perfection can happen without His grace. Conversely, 
those undergoing elevation and growth must sacrifice 
their past attributes, preferences, and characteristics at 
each new level of perfection and growth. Without this 
sacrifice, they cannot progress even a single step in the 
journey toward acquiring perfections. 


Consider vapor, which must relinquish its freedom and 
fluidity to transform into water, accepting the specific 
constraints of its new state. Similarly, water, in its 
journey to become ice, must forfeit its free-flowing 
nature and shed many aquatic properties. Only then 
does it attain the hardness of stone and the clarity and 
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brilliance of glass. Vapors cannot, while retaining their 
vaporous state and enjoying the freedom and subtlety 
of air, accumulate the perfections specific to water or 
those destined for ice. 


This principle is universally applicable 


b.i 


This is the Sunnah of Allah, in which there is no 
exception or change. "And you will never find in the 
Sunnah of Allah any change." (Al-Fath 48:23). This law 
operates on all creations of the world, and human 
beings are also subject to it. The sperm sacrifices its form 
to attain the human form, the child sacrifices its 
childhood to attain youth, and the youth sacrifices its 
youthfulness to attain mature age. 


To achieve something of great benefit, one must endure 
many losses, tolerate much bitterness for eventual 
pleasure, and relinquish many valuable aspects of their 
previous state from where they are moving to a higher 
elevation. Ask the scholar whose scholarly eminence 
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you admire how many nights he has spent with 
sleepless eyes and how much blood of perseverance 
and exploration he has shed? Ask the merchant whose 
wealth dazzles you how he has sacrificed the day's rest 
and the night's peace in his struggle to earn what he 
earned? Inquire from the ruler whose power and glory 
captivate your eyes how much turmoil, how much 
distress, how many setbacks, and how much spiritual 
and physical suffering it took to reach that position after 
all the struggle? In essence, no matter which field or 
aspect of life you consider, you'll observe this pattern. 
Across the board, you'll witness that reaching the peak 
of excellence and progress demands sacrificing 
comforts and indulgences. As levels of perfection 
ascend, so do the sacrifices needed to attain them. 


Difference between worldly and holistic perfections 


b.i 


This passage delineates two categories of 


perfection: worldly and holistic. In the pursuit of 
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worldly perfection, which encompasses comforts, 
wealth, and status, certain sacrifices are necessary. 
However, these sacrifices are only partial in nature 
and do not entail sacrificing the self. For instance, if 
someone seeks wealth for personal enjoyment, they 
would not sacrifice their life to attain it; instead, 
they might make partial sacrifices like enduring 
sleepless nights. Similarly, other worldly pursuits 
also involve partial sacrifices. 


Conversely, in the pursuit of divine perfection and 
seeking His pleasure, holistic sacrifices are 
indispensable. No love can surpass this. It 
necessitates sacrificing one's self, life, love, 
affections, and everything else. If one refrains from 
sacrificing everything they love, it indicates 
impurity in their love. Allama Iqbal explained this 
point as follows: 


eina L FU 


Late Oe et ui £ i pU 


The Ibrahimi perspective emerges but with difficulty. 
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Desires secretly crafts images within the heart. 


On the other hand, when one becomes determined 
to sacrifice everything for the holistic goals, the 
following describes their condition: 


kuro mee ET Fs 
SU eI EELS 


Jua eae yee ey 


eh ee 


I have never said 'no' to whenever the passion called 
me. The sound of the bell that indicates that the caravan 
is about to leave has never gone alone (and I have 
always been with the caravan). 


Safety of my self, comfort of my body, and health of my 
being... have forsaken all such things that the people of 
desire run after! 


Worldly achievements and excellence, in any field, are 
inherently limited and imperfect, as no accomplishment 
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in the material realm can be flawless in every aspect. 
Therefore, they demand only partial sacrifices. Since 
worldly pursuits primarily involve material aspects, the 
sacrifices required are often material in nature or 
related to material possessions. 


The objective of worldly pursuits is to secure benefits 
for oneself and what is closely associated with one's 
interests or affections. Consequently, sacrifices are 
made only concerning matters external to oneself and 
beyond personal desires and attachments. In other 
words, individuals do not forfeit their own well-being 
for worldly gains; rather, they may sacrifice worldly 
possessions to safeguard their own selves, as elucidated 
earlier. 


The concept of true perfection and excellence stands in 
stark contrast to worldly achievements. It embodies 
holistic perfection, necessitating sacrifices of a 
comprehensive and holistic nature. Unlike worldly 
pursuits, which are confined to materiality, holistic 
perfection demands sacrifices that transcend the 
physical realm. While it may appear to entail numerous 
material sacrifices on the surface, in essence, these 
sacrifices are not entirely material in nature. Rather, 
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they involve relinquishing the attachments, desires, 
pleasures, and passions that the human soul forms with 
the material aspects of existence. 


The purpose of this perfection is not the self or its 
attachments; rather, it is the Al-Haq! itself. Therefore, it 
desires the sacrifice of the self, and, as a condition, it 
necessitates sacrificing anything that the self desires. 


Spending from that which you love 


b.i 


This above-mentioned point is expressed in the Noble 
Quran as follows: 


"You will never attain righteousness until you spend [in 


1 "Al-Haq" is an Arabic term that translates to "the Truth" or "the Real." 
It is one of the 99 names of Allah (God) in Islam, emphasizing His 
absolute truthfulness, reality, and ultimate authority. In Islamic 
theology, "Al-Haq" signifies that Allah is the ultimate truth, the source 
of all reality, and the one who governs all things with justice and 
righteousness. This name underscores the belief in the absolute 
truthfulness and validity of Allah's words, actions, and decrees. It also 
highlights the importance of seeking and adhering to the truth in one's 
beliefs, actions, and conduct. 
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the way of Allah] from that which you love." (Al Imran 
3:92) 


This phrase "from that which you love" encompasses 
such vastness that it includes life, wealth, children, 
relatives, friends, homeland, nation, dignity, fame, 
every beloved possession, joy and pleasure, comfort 
and luxury, beliefs and thoughts, freedom of mind and 
freedom of action. The purpose of every beloved thing 
is included in it. And all these things have been 
encompassed within the scope of "from that which you 
love," and it has been commanded that if you want to 
reach the highest levels of righteousness, then you must 
sacrifice everything from among them for the sake of 
Allah, Al-Haq. 


Who deserves your utmost love? 


b.i 


The one who deserves your love the most is Al-Haq. 
"And those who believe are extreme in love for Allah." 
(Al-Baqarah 2:165) Whatever occupies your heart to the 
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extent that its love surpasses even the love for Al-Haq, 
and in comparison to Al-Haq, you start holding it dear, 
that is an idol. It is the essence of polytheism and 
disbelief. It is the very obstacle on the path to 
righteousness. If you wish to attain this perfection, then 
the first step is to shatter that idol and crush it into 
pieces, thereby overwhelming all other loves with the 
love for Allah. 


Sacrifice: An intrinsic element of Islam 


b.i 


Upon careful consideration, it becomes apparent that 
from the beginning to the end, sacrifice is intrinsic to 
Islam. Upon entering Islam, the first sacrifice demanded 
from a person is the sacrifice of unrestrained freedom of 
thought and freedom of action. Embracing Islam means 
you are no longer free to adopt any belief or follow any 
path of action of your liking. Rather, your task is to 
uphold the beliefs prescribed by Allah and His 
Messenger, and to abide by the laws and regulations 
established by them: "Follow what has been sent down 
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unto you by your Sustainer, and follow no masters 
other than Him. How seldom do you keep this in mind!" 
(Surah Al-A'raf 7:3) 


This is the first step on the path of Islam or goodness, 
and it requires such a significant sacrifice that even the 
most righteous stumble at this juncture. Here, in every 
aspect of life, there are boundaries between halal 
(lawful) and haram (unlawful), between good and evil, 
between obligations and acts of worship, between 
rights and duties prescribed by Allah and His 
Messenger. The inclinations and desires of the self 
gradually draw a person towards sin and transgression, 
but Islam demands that all desires of the self be 
sacrificed at the altar of Allah's limits, that the blood of 
pleasures be shed, and that benefits be offered up as 
sacrifices. This path of piety and purity is more delicate 
than a hair's breadth. Without sacrificing one's 
emotions, desires, pleasures, and benefits, one cannot 
tread upon it. The level of virtue and benevolence is 
very high; in fulfilling obligations and duties correctly, 
in fully discharging rights, and in avoiding the paths of 
sin, the self must not exert any less effort. 


As mentioned earlier, this is just the first step. This is 
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not the entirety of Islam; rather, consider it merely as an 
entrance test into Islam. Islam is not merely about 
performing prayers, observing fasting, performing Hajj 
and paying Zakat, abstaining from sins, and fulfilling 
rights. Instead, the essence of Islam is that you hold 
Allah, Al-Haq, dearer than anything in the world, and 
when the opportunity arises, you do not hesitate to 
sacrifice anything for the sake of truth. If a time comes 
when on one side is truth, leading to loss of life and 
wealth, afflictions and hardships, humiliations and 
setbacks, and on the other side is falsehood, leading to 
comfort and luxury, pleasures and benefits of all kinds, 
then a Muslim is the one who chooses the side of truth 
and gladly bears all these adversities for its sake. 


The test of faith encompasses trials of fear, hunger, loss 
of wealth, lives, and fruits, as stated: " We will certainly 
test you with a touch of fear and famine and loss of 
property, life, and crops. Give good news to those who 
patiently endure - who say, when struck by a disaster, 
‘Surely to Allah we belong and to Him we will ‘all’ 
return.’ ” (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:155-156). 


If ever, your parents, siblings, family, or friends become 
adversaries of truth, a Muslim is one who forsakes them 
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for the sake of truth and does not maintain any ties with 
them. As mentioned: " You will never find a people who 
“truly” believe in Allah and the Last Day loyal to those 
who defy Allah and His Messenger, even if they were 
their parents, children, siblings, or extended family. For 
those “believers’, Allah has instilled faith in their hearts 
and strengthened them with a spirit from Him.” (Surah 
Mujadillah 58:22). 


Similarly, if one's allegiance to the nation or homeland 
contradicts the truth, a Muslim is one who severs ties 
with their nation for the sake of truth while still wishing 
well for their nation; otherwise, they risk becoming a 
hypocrite, regardless of how devout or pious they 
appear: "So do not take from among them allies until 
they emigrate for the cause of Allah." (Surah An-Nisa 
4:89). 


If the need arises to fight against the enemies of Islam, 
a Muslim is the one who willingly marches forth with 
weapons in hand, ready to sacrifice their life and take 
lives for the sake of truth, without hesitation. Anyone 
who hesitates in such circumstances, their claim of 
adherence to Islam is false, regardless of how devout or 
ascetic they may appear. 
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"So what you suffered on the day the two armies met 
was by Allah’s Will, so that He might distinguish the 
“true” believers and expose the hypocrites." (Surah Aal 
Imran 3:166-167) 


Islam is nothing but passionate dedication to sacrificing 
for the truth and relinquishing anything beloved for its 
sake. A person devoid of this dedication, who values 
life, wealth, offspring, country, or any worldly 
possession more than the truth, has a lifeless Islam, 
devoid of spirit. 


Exemplary sacrifices of the great men of God 


b.i 


The Quranic narrative illustrates various instances 
aimed at fostering the true spirit of Islam. For this 
purpose, the sacrifices of the prophets and righteous 
individuals of past nations are reiterated in a manner 
that trembles the hearts of the believers. 


Prophet Noah (peace be upon him) tirelessly calls his 
people towards the truth, enduring severe trials year 
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after year, century after century. When they refuse to 
believe, he implores to God, "My Lord, do not leave 
upon the earth from among the disbelievers an 
inhabitant." (Quran 71:26) His eyes witness his own son 
drowning, his wife perishing, yet his faith remains 


unwavering. 


Prophet Lot (peace be upon him) chooses migration, 
leaving behind his sinful people. 


Prophet Yusuf (peace be upon him)is tempted towards 
sin, and threatened with imprisonment and 
humiliation, to which he responds by saying that he 
finds captivity more beloved in the face of sin: "O my 
Lord, prison is dearer to me than what they call me to" 
(Surah Yusuf 12:33). After the magicians of Pharaoh 
embrace the truth, they boldly declare, "We have 
believed in the Lord of all that exists, the Lord of Musa 
and Harun" (Surah Al-A'raf 7:121-122). When Pharaoh 
threatens them with severe punishment and death, they 
simply reply, "So decree whatever you are to decree. 
You can only decree [something] of this worldly life" 
(Surah Taha 20:72). 


The people of the cave openly declare their dissociation 
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from the religion of their community, asserting that 
they will not worship anyone other than the Lord of the 
heavens and the earth: "Our Lord is the Lord of the 
heavens and the earth. We will never invoke besides 
Him any deity" (Surah Al-Kahf 18:14). And when their 
path deviates from the way of their people, they 
withdraw to a cave, leaving behind the comforts of their 
homes, protection and company of their relatives, and 
all their worldly affairs. 


And above all, Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) 
gave extraordinary sacrifices, which Allah has 
presented as a model for Muslims. He relinquished 
everything cherished in this world for the sake of truth, 
renouncing the religion of his forefathers and boldly 
declaring, "Indeed, I disassociate myself from what you 
worship" (Surah Az-Zukhruf 43:26). He faced 
opposition from his people, authority, and even his own 
father. Despite this, he destroyed their idols, and when 
his people sought to cast him into the fire as 
punishment, he chose to embrace the flames rather than 
abandon the truth. Subsequently, he separated from his 
father, family, and community, leaving his homeland 
and firmly declaring, " We [i.e. I, Abraham, and the 
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believers who have responded to my call] totally 
dissociate ourselves from you and ‘shun’ whatever 
“idols* you worship besides Allah. We reject you. The 
enmity and hatred that has arisen between us and you 
will last until you believe in Allah alone." (Surah Al- 
Mumtahanah 60:4). Even after sacrificing these 
cherished relationships, one love remained in his heart, 
alongside his love for truth. It was destined that even 
this idol be broken too. 


He saw a dream that he was sacrificing his beloved son, 
who he acquired in an old age. The Almighty wanted to 
test whether the claimant of friendship was going to 
sacrifice his love for Him or not. The true Muslim 
fulfilled this test completely. His claim of love was true. 
Whatever he had seen in the dream, he was ready to 
execute it in reality. In this way, when all the affections 
were sacrificed for the love of the Almighty, then a 
certificate of faith was given to this servant from the 
court of the Almighty: " He was truly one of Our faithful 
servants." (Surah As-Saffat 37:111). And he was made 
the leader of mankind: "Indeed, I will make you an 
Imam for the people" (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:124). And all 
the Muslims of the world were told that the life of him 
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and his companions is an exemplary model for you: 
"There has already been for you an excellent pattern in 
Ibrahim and those with him" (Surah Al-Mumtahanah 
60:4). 


The Spirit of Eid Al-Adha 


b.i 


The festival of Eid al-Adha has been instituted to 
rejuvenate this spirit year after year. The outward form 
of sacrifice — slaughtering an animal with a knife and 
letting its blood flow —is not the intended purpose in 
itself. Rather, the aim is to refresh the memory of the 
greatest sacrifice ever made for the sake of the Beloved, 
which was offered by Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon 
him). Some may argue that this act is futile— what 
benefit is there in sacrificing an animal? But if one were 
to ask them about the civilized nations that erect statues 
of their heroes and celebrate their memories, what is 
gained from that? These outward symbols refresh the 
memory of their deeds and ignite a spirit of emulation 
in people’s hearts. This, indeed, is the benefit of sacrifice 
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on Eid Al-Adha. 


The flesh, skin, or blood of the animal does not reach 
Allah; rather, it is the spirit of sacrifice and devotion that 
He holds dear, which was prevalent in His devout 
servant Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and flowed 
through his veins. He desires that every Muslim 
nurtures this spirit within themselves and remains 
prepared to sacrifice all their loves for the love of truth. 


"It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches 
Allah, but it is piety from you that reaches Him. Thus 
have We made them subject to you that you may 
magnify Allah for His Guidance to you. And give glad 
tidings (O Muhammad) to the Muhsinun (doers of 
good)." (Surah Al-Hajj 22:37) 
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Section 3 - An intellectual reply to those 


who object against Qurban 


Translation of the booklet “Masla-e-Qurbani’ 
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This booklet was written in response to objections 
raised by some liberals during Maulana Maududi's 
time regarding the concept of sacrifice in Islam. 
There are two types of people among these 
objectors: a) Those who completely disregard Islam 
due to their short-sightedness and fail to recognize 
its value. They shamelessly reject Islamic 
injunctions. b) Those who consider themselves 
Muslims but lack understanding of the wisdom 
and rationale behind Shariah injunctions. 
Consequently, they propose alternatives to Shariah 
rulings without comprehending their significance. 
This article addresses both groups of individuals. 


It is unfortunate that decades after Maulana 
Maududi departed this world, the same objections 
continue to be raised. Therefore, it is crucial for 
Muslims to understand the rationale behind the 
concept of sacrifice in Islam and also to recognize 
the hollowness of the arguments raised by those 
who object to it. Hence, iCAN Sama-O-Basr is 


translating this booklet into English. 
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As a context, let's review some recent statements 
made by Pakistani liberals, including those who are 
settled abroad, as reported by The Shillong Times, 
Zee News, and other media outlets. 


- "Muslims have a duty both religiously and 
culturally to evolve with scientific and moral 
progress. The meaning behind Eid-ul-Azha will 
always stand, but in today’s world, we must 
look at things practically” 

“Muslims should take into consideration] the 
undeniable cruelty involved in killing millions 
of God’s creations, how environmentally 
damaging it is to raise animals for food, how 
unhealthy meat is for human consumption, and 
the lack of an actual requirement in Islam to eat 
meat”. 

“Muslims, especially those of us that live in the 


Western world, have a duty to end the animal 


sacrifice of Eid-ul-Azha and replace our good 
intentions in other ways.” 

“Buy a goat - and this year, instead of sacrificing 
it, send it back to a village to replace what was 
lost and help people back onto their feet. Goats 
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can provide an ongoing income for families 
through the sale of milk, ghee, meat and kids, as 
well as supplement their own diet and 
agriculture.” 


From these comments, it is evident that these 
individuals lack a firm understanding of the 
fundamental principles outlined in the Quran and 
Sunnah, as well as economic cycles, supply chains, 
spirituality, and the principles governing the rise 
and fall of civilizations. 


Let us examine how Maulana Maududi addressed 
objections from the liberals of his era and what 


lessons we can draw from his responses to 


effectively counter objections raised in our 
contemporary context. 


A campaign against sacrifice in Pakistan 


b.i 


For several years now, it has persistently been observed 
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that every year on the occasion of Eid al-Adha, a storm 
of propaganda against sacrifice is unleashed through 
newspapers, magazines, advertisements, and 
pamphlets. This instils doubts in the hearts of 
thousands of servants of Allah. They try to portray that 
sacrifice is not a religious injunction but rather a wrong 
and harmful tradition introduced by clerics. To counter 
this insinuation, scholars provide a comprehensive 
overview and explanation of the matter every year by 
putting forth the evidence for the legitimacy and 
obligation of sacrifice and this being the Sunnah. The 
weak arguments of opponents have been refuted time 
and again. 


However, despite every effort to settle this issue and 
clarify the doubts of those who object, it is observed that 
the same baseless claims are repeated again the next 
year, as if they were never addressed before and as if no 
evidence was provided to establish the validity of 
sacrifice or convincingly refute the arguments against 
their objections. Now, these ill-intentioned individuals 
are taking a step further and shamelessly advising the 
government, without hesitation, to restrict animal 
sacrifice through legislation. 


45 


The Philosophy of Sacrifice — Maulana Syed Abul Aala Maududi 


The Impact of this Propaganda on Indian Muslims 


b.i 


We reside in a country that was once part of undivided 
Hindustan until a few years ago. Beyond our borders, 
millions of our Muslim brethren still reside in the same 
region from which we were separated after gaining our 
freedom. They continue to face the same nation that was 
once our counterpart, but now, they are even more 
vulnerable and dominated than before, by the nation 
that had always opposed us and challenged us 
regarding the act of sacrificing cows every year on Fid- 
ul-Adha. 


It's a dismal state of affairs that the country which was 
established to liberate Muslims from Hindu civilization 
and culture is now showing the path to the Hindus of 
India to legally restrict animal sacrifice: “Maharaj! Why 
bother about restricting the sacrifice of cow only? You 
are welcome to go ahead and ban all animal sacrifice. 
Let us show you how. This matter of Qurbani is not 
even remotely related to the rituals of Islam, and hence 
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raising objections against it cannot be considered a 
religious bias. The Muslims who insist on Qurbani, 
considering it their religious right, are not on the right 
footing; rather, the Hindus are justified who try to stop 
this 'non-religious' practice. In Pakistan, we are facing 
an ignorant Muslim majority; that is the reason why we 
are taking a gradual approach to advising our 
government towards restricting it. You Hindus have 
nothing to fear in restricting this ritual. You can put an 
end to it with just one stroke of your pen and issue the 
judgment. In this matter, Islamic law will not be on the 
side of the Muslims; rather, you will be rightful 
according to it if you restrict the Qurbani'. 


How swiftly we overlook the condition we once 
endured, the one from which God rescued us, and 
where millions of our brethren still endure suffering. 
Perhaps our struggle with Hindus in British India was 
merely because we didn't want Hindus to kill our 
civilization and religious practices; we desired to 
slaughter them with our own hands! 


The Devil Plan - Causing Deviation from the 


Consensus of Muslims 
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b.i 


Mutual differences have never been in short supply 
among the Muslims. This nation, afflicted by divisions, 
truly deserved mercy from its adherents to work 
together and eliminate these divisions. If someone 
genuinely sought unity, they would seek common 
ground amidst these differences. However, the current 
situation is such that those who rise with good 
intentions or claims of unity are creating divisions even 
in matters where there has always been unity among 
Muslims from the very beginning to this day! 


It appears that in the eyes of these individuals, the true 
service to religion and the proper welfare of the 
community is actually turning even matters of 
consensus into contentious ones! They seem unwilling 
to leave anything untouched about which it could be 
said that all Muslims are in agreement about it. 


The issue of sacrifice stands as one of those matters 
about which there has been consensus among 
generations of Muslims. From the early years of the first 
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century of the Hijra until today, Muslims have 
universally agreed upon its implementation. 
Throughout the fourteen centuries of Islamic history, its 
legitimacy and status as a Sunnah have remained 
unquestioned. The four Imams and Ahl-e-Hadith are in 
complete agreement on this matter. Both Shia and Sunni 
communities concur, as did the early jurists and today's 
groups. If this sectarianism and discord are not part of 
a devil's plan, then what else could it be when someone 
takes an exceptional view and tries to persuade 
ordinary Muslims that this Islamic practice, which has 
always enjoyed consensus, is not truly Islamic? 


The fitnah of hadith rejection 


b.i 


Furthermore, this dispute and argumentation hasn't 
been raised over a matter that is trivial in nature; it 
actually challenges the most fundamental aspect of our 
faith. These individuals question the evidence for the 
act of sacrificing a cow on Eid. "There is no specific 
command in the Quran regarding this!" they argue 
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fallaciously. Behind this claim lies the false ideology 
that there is only one source of law in Islam, i.e. the 
Quran, and that the authority of the Sunnah of the 
Prophet Muhammad # (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) holds no weight. 


However, the One who revealed the Quran is the same 
One who sent His Messenger ®. The Messenger holds 
authority just like Allah’s book. His authority is in no 
way inferior to that of the book. He is not a mere 
appendix to the Quran, and his commands do not 
require formal affirmation from the Quran. In fact, the 
truth is that the Quran, which we all consider to be the 
word of God based on divine authority, is also known 
to be divine because the Messenger # informed us of so. 
If the Messenger had not conveyed that the Quran was 
revealed by God, we would have no means of knowing 
it, and no possibility to believe that this book is the Book 
of God. 


Now, how can it be correct to claim that what the 
Messenger # has commanded and the manner in which 
he acted, along with his guidance and directions to the 
believers to follow, should only be accepted if they are 
explicitly mentioned in the Quran; otherwise, we would 
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reject it? Does this imply that God's book is obligatory 
to follow, but the Messenger of God is not? 


The Position of the Messenger 


b.i 


This statement is not only contrary to reality but also 
highly provocative. It is contrary to reality because 
Allah Almighty did not send Muhammad * (Allah’s 
countless peace and blessings be upon him) merely as a 
postman, with the sole purpose of delivering God's 
message so that people could figure out how to 
implement the message themselves, rather than the 
Messenger of Allah SWT explaining it to them. From the 
perspective of the Quran itself, the nature of 
Muhammad's ¥ (Allah’s countless peace and blessings 
be upon him) role is distinct for the disbelievers and the 
believers. 


For disbelievers, he is merely a preacher and a caller to 
Allah. However, for those who believe, he is a full- 
fledged representative of Allah. Obedience to him is 
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equivalent to obeying Allah Himself: "Whoever obeys 
the Messenger has obeyed Allah" (Quran, Al-Nisa 4:80). 
Besides following him, there is no other way to gain the 
pleasure of Allah: "If you love Allah, then follow me, 
Allah will love you" (Quran, Aal-E-Imran 3:31). Allah 
sent him as a teacher, guide, mentor, exemplar, judge, 
and ruler, making him the complete representative of 
His authority. 


Prophet Muhammad's * (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) mission was to establish 
principles, ways, and regulations in the realms of belief, 
thought, religion, ethics, culture, civilization, economy, 
politics, and the purpose of life that align with the 
pleasure of Allah. It is the duty of Muslims to 
incorporate into their lives everything that he taught 
and prescribed. Being a Muslim means that one does 
not have the right to demand a separate verification for 
what the Messenger of Allah # (Allah’s countless peace 
and blessings be upon him) has decreed. The Messenger 
Æ himself is the authority, and his command is the law. 
In contrast, a Muslim has no right to question whether 
what the Messenger (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) has decreed is mentioned in the 
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Quran or not. Whether Allah provides guidance 
through His book or through His Messenger #, both are 
completely equal in terms of applicability, and there is 
no difference between them being coming from the 
divine and forming the divine law. 


Misconception Regarding Prophethood 


b.i 


It is entirely incorrect to claim that the legal status of the 
commands, decisions, and guidance of Prophet 
Muhammad *#, the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s 
countless peace and blessings be upon him), was based 
solely on his role as the head of state [rather than 
acknowledging his authority as the Prophet himself]. 
That is to say that when he was the head of state, 
obedience to him was obligatory, and now, obedience 
to whomever holds the position of head of state is 
obligatory.2 This is the worst misconception about 


2 Through this false argument, the proponents of ban on animal sacrifice 
wanted to pave the way for rulers to be obeyed if and when they issued 
the statement of ban on animal sacrifice. 
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Prophethood that can exist in someone's mind. Islamic 
doctrine has no connection between Prophethood and 


any such intermediaries. 


The position of the head of state is chosen by people, 
and they have the right to elect or depose him. 
However, when it comes to the Messenger, Allah 
Himself appoints him, and no one has the authority to 
depose him except Allah. The head of state is 
considered a leader only in his respective region, and 
his authority is limited to that time and place. 
Moreover, if people do not believe in him, it does not 
lead to their expulsion from the Islamic community. 


However, when it comes to the Messenger, whoever 
does not believe in him, regardless of when and where, 
cannot become a part of the Islamic Ummah. You are 
entitled to hold a negative opinion about the head of 
state, openly criticize him, and disagree with his words 
and actions without violating your faith. At most, such 
actions against Muslim rulers may be considered sinful 
[in certain contexts and when certain conditions are 
met]. On the other hand, denying the command of the 
Messenger # after realizing that it is authentically his 
command constitutes a clear exit from Islam. Rejecting 
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his command in any manner is impermissible, and even 
feeling discomfort in your heart regarding it contradicts 
the essence of faith. 


The head of state serves as a representative of the 
people, while the Messenger serves as a representative 
of Allah. The language of the head of state does not 
constitute law; rather, it is the law that governs his 
speech. In contrast, the words of the Messenger of Allah 
are themselves the law, as Allah SWT communicates 
His laws through the tongue of the messengers. 
Therefore, it is a grave misconception to restrict the 
Messenger to being merely a leader of a specific region 
and time, suggesting that his commands and guidance 
were obligatory only for the people of that era and 
region, with no legal significance today. 


Harms of erroneous concepts regarding Prophethood 


b.i 


This is a rebellion against the reality. Now, try to 
estimate the sedition it entails. Today, what you call the 
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Islamic way of life and Islamic culture and civilization, 
with its principles and practical manifestations, has 
united Muslims worldwide into one Ummah. Its 
monochromatic nature has connected Muslims to each 
other and distinguished them from non-Muslims, 
establishing an exclusive and unified Ummah 
throughout the world. Analysing this concept of 
civilization and religious fabric of the Muslim Ummah, 
you will find that at least ninety percent of it is what 
Muhammad Æ, the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s 
countless peace and blessings be upon him), 
propagated and taught through his prophetic authority, 
while approximately a tenth of what is called Islam is 
directly driven from the evidence from the Quran. 


Now, imagine for a moment that if everything that is 
prevalent among Muslims due to the teachings of 
Prophet Muhammad # (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) is abandoned, then what will 
remain in Islam that we can call Islamic culture and 
civilization? What will be left upon which we can build 
an Islamic way of life that can be accepted by Muslims 
from all around the world? 


Some Examples and Conclusions 
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b.i 


For instance, consider the call to prayer, which stands 
as the most prominent symbol of Muslims worldwide 
and is heard by both Muslims and non-Muslims in 
every corner of the world five times a day. This call was 
established and propagated solely by Muhammad # 
(Allah’s countless peace and blessings be upon him). 
The Quran contains no command regarding it, 
providing neither the wording for it nor instructing that 
this call should precede each of the five daily prayers. 
In one instance, it only states: 


“O believers! When the call for Salah (prayer) is made 
on Friday (the day of congregational prayers), hasten to 
the remembrance of Allah and cease your business. 
That is better for you if you but knew." (Surah Al- 
Jumuah 62:9) 


It's evident that while this verse instructs believers to 
hasten towards the remembrance of Allah upon hearing 
the call, it doesn't explicitly command the call itself (i.e. 
the Adhan) to be given. Similarly, another verse 
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concerning the People of the Book mentions: "For, when 
you call to prayer, they mock at it and make a jest of it - 
simply because they are people who do not use their 
reason.." (Surah Al-Maidah 5:58) 


This verse doesn't provide a command to give Adhan 
either, but rather condemns the People of the Book for 
mocking and playing with the call to prayer. Now, the 
question arises: If the authority and power that 
established and spread this call among Muslims were 
not authorized or powerful enough to establish the 
global Shariah for all the times to come, could you ever 
hear the call to prayer anywhere in the world based on 
these two verses alone? [And if you DO hear it across 
the globe, what does it tell you about the power and 
authority of the one whose Sunnah it is?] 


These congregational prayers for which the call to 
prayer is made, and the Jumu'ah prayer for which 
hastening upon hearing the call is prescribed, and the 
two Eid prayers that gather thousands of Muslims, and 
the mosques that serve as centers of social life for 
Muslim communities worldwide; none of these are 
explicitly mentioned in the Quran to be established. 
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The Quran only commands prayer but does not provide 
clear instructions for congregational prayers. The 
command to hasten upon the call for Friday prayer can 
be seen in the ayah mentioned above; however, one can 
only barely establish from that Quran is obligating the 
Jumuah prayer to be established. The Eid prayers are 
not mentioned at all in the Quran. Regarding mosques, 
while their respect is established in the Quran, there is 
no explicit command for Muslims to build mosques in 
every neighbourhood and regularly establish 
congregational prayers there. 


All of these above mentioned and many other practices 
are prevalent among Muslim Ummah today due to the 
authority and power that Muhammad # (Allah's 
countless peace and blessings be upon him) held, 
through which Allah ordained him as the Lawgiver. If 
this authority and power did not exist, then none of 
these most prominent symbols of Islam, which play the 
most significant role in uniting Muslims, forming a 
cohesive community, and shaping Islamic culture, 
would have ever come into existence, and Muslims 
today would likely have been even more scattered and 
fragmented than the Christians. 
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These are just a few examples. If one delves into further 
details, it becomes evident that if we had received only 
a book from Allah and Muhammad # (Allah’s countless 
peace and blessings be upon him) had not extended his 
prophetic authority from individual life to family, 
society, and state matters, then the established culture 
and civilization that are shared by the global ummah 
today would not exist. 


From the above, one can understand that the issue of 
questioning the legal status of sacrifice is not merely an 
isolated matter; rather it fundamentally challenges the 
entire system and foundation of Islamic culture and the 
Muslim Ummah. Until we are prepared for complete 
self-destruction, it is impossible for us to accept that 
only what is found in the Quran remains, and 
everything else that is based on the practices established 
by Prophet Muhammad # (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) is to be discarded. 


Sunnah is the Practical Explanation of the Quran 


b.i 
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After analysing the larger context surrounding the 
flawed argument against animal sacrifice and 
comprehending the erroneous foundation of this 
objection to the concept of animal sacrifice, as well as 
acknowledging the dangerous implications of this 
flawed argument that affect the entire foundation of the 
Islamic faith, let us now centre our attention on the 
particular matter of Qurbani. 


The objection that there is no clear command in the 
Quran regarding animal sacrifice is factually incorrect! 
In reality, the Quran provides fundamental principles 
that form the basis upon which humans are to perform 
animal sacrifice for the sake of Allah. After providing 
these fundamental principles, the Quran then entrusts 
the specific implementation of these principles to 
individuals without specifying the exact method of 
execution. 


This absence of explicit details regarding the execution 
of the command is not a deficiency in the Quran; rather, 
it was the responsibility and duty of Prophet 
Muhammad * (Allah’s countless peace and blessings be 
upon him) to exemplify the correct practice in 
accordance with the guidance revealed in the Quran. 
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He elucidated the practical aspects, including the 
timing, location, and proper method of fulfilling the act 
of animal sacrifice, thereby enabling the Muslim 
Ummah to adhere to the correct implementation of 
these commands. This duty extended beyond animal 
sacrifice alone; Prophet Muhammad (Allah’s countless 
peace and blessings be upon him) provided guidance 
on all other facets of the Quran's injunctions too. 


These aspects encompass prayer, fasting, pilgrimage 
(Hajj), almsgiving (Zakat), marriage, divorce, 
inheritance, the objectives of Islamic society, culture, 
civilization, economics, politics, law, justice, as well as 
peace and conflict resolution, among many others. In all 
these matters, the Quran either provided concise 
commands with brief details, hinted at Allah's will 
without specifying every detail, or left room for the 
Prophet Æ to establish clear boundaries and 
demonstrate them through his actions. He exemplified 
the correct approach to these matters and, through his 
own practice, made them accessible to Muslims. 


No reasonable person can doubt that the guidance 
provided in the book of Allah required practical 
demonstration, and apart from the Prophet 


62 


The Philosophy of Sacrifice — Maulana Syed Abul Aala Maududi 


Muhammad # (Allah’s countless peace and blessings be 


upon him), no one else could have been more suitable 


or authorized to do so. 


Qurbani (Sacrifice) in Quranic Injunctions and its 


Wisdom 


b.i 


In the Quran, the fundamental principles regarding this 


matter are as follows: 


1. 


Worship should only be for Allah: All forms of 
worship that humans performed for beings other 
than Allah have been declared entirely forbidden in 
the true religion of Islam. For example, humans 
used to bow and prostrate before false gods. The 
true religion designated these acts specifically for 
Allah and established prayer for this purpose. 
People used to offer financial contributions in the 
name of things that they erroneously took as deities. 
The true religion sets these charitable acts aside for 
Allah alone and established the practical form of 
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almsgiving (Zakat) which benefits the creation of 
Allah. People used to fast to please what they took 
as their lords. The true religion made it specific to 
Allah, the only God worthy of all worship and 
servitude, and established the obligatory fasts of 
Ramadan. People used to undertake pilgrimages 
and revolve around idols. The true religion built the 
Kaaba and made Hajj and Tawaf obligatory for the 
sake of Allah. Similarly, from ancient times until 
today, people have sacrificed animals in the name of 
entities other than Allah. The true religion has made 
it forbidden for anyone other than Allah and 
commanded that this act should be solely for the 
sake of Allah. Therefore, note that on one hand, the 
Quran unequivocally declares as forbidden what 
has been sacrificed in the names of beings other than 
Allah (5:3) and entities like stones (5:3). On the other 
hand, it commands, "So establish prayer and 
sacrifice for your Lord." (Al-Kawthar 108:2). 

Be grateful servant of Allah: Allah has bestowed 
numerous blessings upon humans, and it is 
obligatory to express gratitude for all these blessings 
through sacrifices and offerings. The gratitude for 
blessings of intellect and self-control can be 
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demonstrated through the correct choice of faith 
and demonstrating obedience. The gratitude for the 
blessings of physical strength and abilities can be 
expressed through acts like prayer and fasting. The 
gratitude for financial blessings can be shown 
through Zakat, which may include Zakat on gold 
and silver, agricultural produce, and livestock. 
Similarly, the gratitude for the blessings of animals, 
which have been provided to humans to fulfill their 
various needs, can be demonstrated by sacrificing 
them in the name of Allah. Therefore, in Surah Al- 
Hajj, after instructing about sacrificial animals being 
signs of Allah and permitting the eating of their 
meat after their sacrifice, it is mentioned, "In this 
way, We have subjected these 'animals' to you so 
that you may be grateful." (Al-Hajj 22:36). 

Allah is the true owner of everything: Allah has 
granted humans authority and dominion over 
things created by Him, and the demand is that 
humans should always acknowledge the 
sovereignty and ownership of Allah. This is to 
ensure that humans never fall into the 
misconception that everything belongs to them and 
that they are the independent owners of everything. 
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Various forms of acknowledging Allah's 
sovereignty have been established in different 
aspects of Allah's blessings. Regarding animals, the 
acknowledgment is made by sacrificing them in the 
name of Allah. In Surah Al-Hajj, it is stated, "Neither 
their meat nor blood reaches Allah. Rather, it is your 
piety that reaches Him. This is how He has subjected 
them to you so that you may proclaim the greatness 
of Allah for what He has guided you to, and give 
good news to the good-doers." (Al-Hajj 22:37). 


These are the three reasons for which the Quran informs 
us that from the beginning, Allah has prescribed a way 
of sacrifice for all nations: " And [thus it is:] unto every 
community [that has ever believed in Us] have We 
appointed [sacrifice as] an act of worship, so that they 
might extol the name of God over whatever heads of 
cattle He may have provided for them [to this end]. And 
[always bear in mind:] your God is the One and Only 
God: hence, surrender yourselves unto Him. And give 
thou the glad tiding [of God's acceptance] unto all who 
are humble" (Al-Hajj 22:34). The same method 
prescribed for other nations has also been established 
for the followers of the Shariah of our beloved Prophet 
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Muhammad #: " Say: Lo! my worship and, my sacrifice 
and my living and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the 
Worlds. He hath no partner. This am I commanded, and 
I am first of those who surrender (unto Him)." (AI- 
An'am 6:162-163). 


This command about sacrifice was general, without 
specifying any details regarding when, where, upon 
whom, and how of its implementation. The Quran left 
these matters to the Prophet # (Allah’s countless peace 
and blessings be upon him) to elucidate and 
demonstrate through his actions, as he was sent with 
the Quran to guide people about the way of submission 
that was correct and accepted in front of Allah SWT. 


Determining the Time of Sacrifice 


b.i 


Now we need to explain how the Prophet Muhammad 
Æ (may Allah's countless peace and blessings be upon 
him) defined the form of sacrifice. To elaborate on this, 
we will provide evidence that this form was specified 
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by the Prophet # in accordance with the will of Allah 
SWT. 


The Prophet (may Allah's countless peace and blessings 
be upon him) did not leave it up to individual choice 
regarding when a Muslim can offer a sacrifice for the 
sake of Allah. Instead, he designated three days for the 
entire Ummah so that Muslims all over the world 
would perform their sacrifices on these specific days 
each year. 


This is in line with the spirit of Islam. Consider the case 
of the following acts of worship for comparison. The 
Prophet # (may Allah's countless peace and blessings be 
upon him) commanded that obligatory prayers should 
be performed five times a day in congregation to ensure 
that Muslims come together to pray. Jumu'ah (Friday) 
prayer was established to bring together larger 
congregations beyond the five daily prayers, and two 
Eid prayers were designated each year to gather 
Muslims in even larger congregations for this act of 
worship. Similarly, for fasting, a month was prescribed 
for the entire Muslim community to fast together in 
unity. 
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This social aspect of worship has numerous benefits. It 
creates an environment of communal worship that 
encourages unity among Muslims. It promotes 
devotion to God on both individual and collective 
levels. It also fulfills a societal need for celebrations and 
joyful moments, where people can come together to 
share bliss and happiness. Regarding the matter of 
sacrifice, on the same lines, this period of celebration 
known as Eid Al-Adha begins with an act of worship, 
namely, the Salah, and continues in such a way that 
throughout the specified time, every eligible household 
is engaged in an act of worship by sacrificing for the 
sake of Allah. It is the exact embodiment of the Islamic 
spirit and the nature of the Muslim society. Islam does 
not desire celebrations to be blended with dance, 
entertainment, and debauchery [which take people 
away from the remembrance of their Creator and their 
true purpose]. Rather, it seeks to fulfill the natural 
desire for celebrations with an act of worship, love, 
compassion, and mutual support rooted in piety. 


Secondly, the Prophet ¥ (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) specifically established a day of 
Eid for this purpose (i.e. to make known an established 
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time for when the sacrifice is to be offered) and 
instructed Muslims to perform two Rak'ahs (units of 
prayer) before offering their sacrifices. This is in 
accordance with the Quranic guidance that mentions 
prayer and sacrifice together: "Indeed, my prayer, my 
rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, 
Lord of the worlds." (Al-An'am 6:162). 


This practice fulfills another essential need of Muslim 
society too. Every society naturally desires occasions of 
celebration, where all members come together to 
rejoice. Islam desires to fulfill this innate desire for 
festivities with a celebration rooted in the worship of 
Allah, love, and compassion. This allows the entire 
Muslim community to come together in unity and 
mutual support, engaging in worship as an act of 
devotion, and extending generosity to friends, loved 
ones, and the less fortunate through gifts and sacrifices. 
This practice aligns perfectly with the essence of Islam 
and the natural disposition of a Muslim society. Islam 
does not wish for a blend of dancing, entertainment, 
and indulgence in celebrations. Instead, it seeks to fulfill 
the inherent desire for celebrations with an act of 
worship, love, compassion, and support grounded in 
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piety. 


The Historical Background of Sacrifice 


b.i 


Thirdly, the Prophet Æ (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) chose a very specific day to be 
designated as the day of Eid Al-Adha. This day carries 
a great historical significance in Islam. It was the day 
when the most remarkable event in the history of Islam 
took place, the event of Prophet Abraham when he 
fulfilled the command given to him to offer sacrifice of 
his son Isma'il (peace be upon them). The elderly father, 
upon receiving a divine indication, willingly and 
wholeheartedly prepared to sacrifice his only young 
son for the sake of his Lord. And the son, upon hearing 
that Allah desired his life as a sacrifice, submitted 
willingly to having his throat touched with the knife. 


This historical context highlights for us a very profound 
lesson: this act of sacrifice is not just a form of worship; 
it symbolizes the highest ideal of a life of faith. It sets 
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before Muslims an always fresh and inspiring reminder 
that they should remain prepared to sacrifice 
everything for the sake of Allah and for the mission 
entrusted upon them. The command to perform 
sacrifices and celebrate Eid could have been designated 
on any day of the year, and all the benefits could still be 
achieved. However, this specific choice of a date is 
highly significant. It exemplifies the concept of 
converging two significant events into one day in order 
to illuminate the purpose and objective behind the act 
of worship. 


In a Hadith, the Prophet # (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) himself explained the reason 
behind this choice. He was asked, "What is this sacrifice 
(Adha)?" He replied that it is the Sunnah (practice) of 
our father Ibrahim (Abraham, peace be upon him). This 
demonstrates that after the great event of sacrifice of 
Prophet Abraham and Prophet Ismail, they continued 
to perform sacrifices on the same date in subsequent 
years [and hence the Prophet * called it the Sunnah of 
Ibrahim (AS)]. The Prophet Muhammad # (Allah's 
countless peace and blessings be upon him) revived this 
tradition and instructed his Ummah to perform their 
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sacrifices on this specific day, the day of Eid al-Adha. 


By choosing this date, the Prophet (Allah’s countless 
peace and blessings be upon him) tied the celebration of 
Eid with the powerful message of unwavering faith and 
submission to Allah. The commemoration of significant 
events in history is a common practice among all 
nations. Islam, in its essence, also chooses a day to 
celebrate what signifies the pinnacle of devotion to God. 


The wisdom behind making it globally applicable 


b.i 


Fourthly, another reason for choosing this day for 
sacrifice was to make it globally significant and 
applicable. After the migration to Medina, when the 
first year arrived for performing Hajj, the Muslims 
faced the painful reality that the disbelievers had closed 
the doors of the Haram (the sacred mosque in Mecca). 
The Prophet Muhammad # (Allah’s countless peace 
and blessings be upon him) responded to their sorrow 
by declaring that the days of Hajj would also be 
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celebrated as Eid for the Muslims in Medina. 


He instructed them to start reciting "Allahu Akbar, 
Allahu Akbar, La ilaha illallah, Wallahu Akbar, Allahu 
Akbar, Wa lillahi al-hamd" after every prayer, from the 
morning of the 9th of Dhul-Hijjah (the Day of Arafah) 
until the 13th of Dhul-Hijjah (when the pilgrims at Mina 
perform Rami al-Jamarat, the symbolic stoning of the 
devil). He also advised those who were not performing 
Hajj to observe two additional units of prayer and then 
engage in their sacrifices on the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah. 


This practice was initially a form of consolation for the 
Muslims who were deprived of pilgrimage, as it 
symbolically connected them to the pilgrims. However, 
after the conquest of Mecca, this practice continued and 
extended to encompass Muslims worldwide. This 
meant that Hajj was not limited to the pilgrims in Mecca 
but became a universal celebration observed by 
millions of Muslims worldwide. 


Every Muslim, no matter where they are, feels a 
connection to those performing Hajj. Their hearts are 
united, their tongues echo in the continual 
proclamation of "Allahu Akbar," and they engage in 
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their prayers and sacrifices on the same days as the 
pilgrims. This practice emphasizes the unity and 
solidarity of the Muslim Ummah. It serves as a 
reminder that Islam transcends geographical 
boundaries, and Muslims from all corners of the world 
are part of a global community of faith. 


In summary, the choice of this particular day for 
sacrifice had profound wisdom. It not only marked a 
significant historical event but also served as a means to 
console and unite the Muslim Ummah, making the 
celebration of Hajj a global phenomenon that reinforces 
the bonds of faith among Muslims across the world. 


The True Essence of Sacrifice 


b.i 


Fifthly, the manner of sacrifice that the Prophet 
Muhammad # (Allah’s countless peace and blessings be 
upon him) taught holds deep significance. After 
performing the two-unit prayer of Eid al-Adha, the 
sacrifice is made, and during the act of sacrificing an 
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animal, the following words are recited: "I have turned 
my face towards Him who created the heavens and the 
earth, being upright, and I am not of the polytheists. 
Indeed, my prayer, my sacrifice, my living, and my 
dying are for Allah, the Lord of the worlds. There is no 
partner with Him, and thus Iam commanded, and I am 
the first among the Muslims. O Allah, it is from You and 
for You." Reflect upon these words. They encompass all 
the reasons for the commandment of sacrifice in the 
Quran. They declare that, unlike the polytheists who 
sacrificed for idols, we are offering our sacrifice solely 
for the One God, the Exalted. They express gratitude for 
the blessings of animals created by Allah, for which we 
now offer this act of devotion in His presence. These 
words also acknowledge that we are not the true 
owners of these animals; they belong to Allah, and we 
are merely stewards with the privilege to use them. 


Furthermore, they convey our solemn commitment 
that, just as we have been commanded to pray and 
perform this sacrifice, our lives, and deaths are 
dedicated to Allah alone. In essence, on this historic 
day, it is reiterated that our existence and our passing 
belong exclusively to Allah. 
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These words encapsulate the core principles of sacrifice 
ordained in the Quran. They proclaim that our sacrifice 
is solely for Allah, in stark contrast to the polytheists 
who associated partners with Him in their acts of 
worship. These beautiful words and the sacrifices of 
Muslims express gratitude for the bounties of Allah, 
who has provided us with these animals, and we offer 
this act of worship as an acknowledgment of His divine 
providence. These words also declare that we do not 
possess ultimate ownership of these animals; rather, 
they are Allah's creation, and we have been granted the 
privilege to utilize them. 


Moreover, they reflect our solemn commitment that, 
just as we have been commanded to offer prayers and 
perform this sacrifice, our lives and deaths are 
dedicated exclusively to Allah. In essence, on this 
significant day, we reaffirm that our existence and our 
passing are solely for Allah. 


In conclusion, these words encapsulate the essence and 
purpose of the act of sacrifice on this blessed day. They 
emphasize the pure monotheistic nature of our 
worship, express gratitude for Allah's blessings, and 
reaffirm our complete submission to Him in all aspects 
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of life, including our acts of worship and devotion. 


The God-Given Insight of the Prophet # 


b.i 


These five points mentioned above should be observed 
with careful consideration. In them, you can discern the 
divine insight and wisdom of a Prophet # which is so 
profound that even if there were no other evidence of 
his status as the Messenger of God, this internal 
testimony alone would have sufficed to establish that he 
was appointed by the same God who revealed the 
Quran. 


Upon reading the guidance provided in the Quran 
regarding sacrifice, it becomes evident that no scholar, 
regardless of their vast knowledge and erudition, could 
have deduced a more profound conclusion than that 
Muslims should continuously perform the act of 
sacrifice for the sake of Allah. No one could have 
discerned from these directives that a specific day 
should be designated for the celebration of sacrifice, 
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and that this day should coincide with the occasion of 
the sacrifice of Prophet Ibrahim and Isma'il (peace be 
upon them). This day, along with the preceding and 
following days, should also align with the times of the 
Hajj pilgrimage. Moreover, the sacrifice should be 
performed in such a manner that it rejuvenates the 
entire spirit of Islam. 


Who, apart from the Prophet #, could have ascertained 
this intention? Who else could have carried out this 
mandate except the one on whom God had revealed His 
Quran? 


The above clearly establishes that the act of sacrifice is a 
testimonial of prophetic wisdom as evident from the 
presented internal testimony. However, besides the 
internal testimony of being the Sunnah of the Prophet 
“its external testimonies and evidences are also so 
abundant and strong that no rational person can deny 
them. 


Evidence of Sacrifice from Hadiths 
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b.i 


The first testimony to this is the numerous narrations 
found in all authentic Hadith collections, with strong 
and connected chains of transmission, which convey 
that the Prophet (peace be upon him) instructed, acted 
upon, and established the practice of Fid al-Adha. 


- Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said that the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) resided in Madinah for ten years and 
offered sacrifices every year. (Tirmidhi) 

- Hazrat Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) said that 
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
instructed him to offer sacrifices on his behalf, so he 
continued to do so. (Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi) 

- Hazrat Bara bin Azib said that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) delivered a sermon on the 
day of sacrifice and said, "The first thing we do on 
this day is offer the prayer, then we return and 
sacrifice. So whoever does this has followed our 
tradition." (Bukhari and Muslim) 

- Hazrat Aisha and Hazrat Abu Huraira reported that 
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the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "The day of 
sacrifice is the day when people offer sacrifices." 
(Tirmidhi) 

Hazrat Abu Huraira narrated that the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) said, "Whoever has the ability 
to offer a sacrifice but does not do so should not 
come near our place of Eid prayer." (Musnad 
Ahmad, Ibn Majah) 

Hazrat Aisha reported that the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said, "The deeds done by the children of 
Adam on the day of sacrifice are most beloved to 
Allah than shedding blood." (Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah) 
Hazrat Buraidah narrated that on the day of Eid al- 
Adha, the Prophet # (peace be upon him) would not 
eat or drink anything until he returned from the Eid 
prayer, and then he would consume the meat from 
his sacrifice. (Musnad Ahmad) 

Hazrat Jabir bin Abdullah Ansari said, "I performed 
the Eid al-Adha prayer with the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him), and when he finished, a fat, 
healthy, horned ram was brought to him, and he 
sacrificed it." (Musnad Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Abu 
Dawood) 

Imam Zain al-Abidin narrated from Hazrat Abu Rafi 
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that the Prophet (peace be upon him) used to buy 
two large, fat, healthy, horned rams for Eid al-Adha, 
and after completing the Eid prayer and sermon, he 
would sacrifice one on behalf of himself and his 
family, and the other on behalf of his entire ummah. 
(Musnad Ahmad) 

Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to 
perform the sacrifice and slaughter at the place of 
Eid prayer. (Bukhari, Nasai, Ibn Majah, Abu 
Dawood) 

Hazrat Anas narrated that the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) sacrificed two large, fat, horned rams on 
Eid al-Adha. (Bukhari, Muslim) This same narration 
is also reported by Hazrat Jabir bin Abdullah. (Abu 
Dawood, Ibn Majah, Bayhaqi) 

It is reported in a mutawatir manner that the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) said, "The sacrifice is not done 
until the Eid prayer is performed." (Bukhari, 
Muslim, Musnad Ahmad) 

Hazrat Jabir bin Abdullah said, "The Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) led us in the Eid prayer 
in Medina, and some people went forward and 
offered their sacrifices before him. Upon this, he 


82 


The Philosophy of Sacrifice — Maulana Syed Abul Aala Maududi 


instructed, 'Whoever has done so should repeat his 
sacrifice, and no one should perform a sacrifice until 
the Prophet has done his." (Muslim, Musnad 
Ahmad) 


These narrations, along with many other narrations 
found in hadith literature, are unanimous in their 
content, and there is not a single weak or dubious 
narration that suggests that sacrificing on Eid al-Adha 
is not the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him). It 
should also be understood that during Hajj, neither any 
Eid al-Adha is celebrated [which would require large 
gatherings for Eid prayers and would witness 
slaughtering of the animals after that prayer], nor any 
prayer is performed before the sacrifice. Therefore, all 
these hadiths specifically mention only that Eid and 
sacrifice which are observed outside Mecca and are 
hence applicable throughout the world. 


The consensus of scholars 


b.i 
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Another important testimony comes from the jurists of 
the Ummah, close to the time of the Prophet #, who 
unanimously declare the act of animal sacrifice as a 
Sunnah and a part of the Shariah. Not a single jurist's 
opinion contradicts this. It was extremely unlikely for 
all these jurists to mistakenly consider an action as a 
Sunnah. They lived in an era where all the means to 
ascertain the authenticity of actions were available, 
determining whether the deeds performed by Muslims 
were indeed prescribed Sunnah of the Prophet 
Muhammad # (peace be upon him) or innovations 
introduced by others. 


For example, let's consider Imam Abu Hanifa. He was 
born in 80 AH. There is only a 70-year gap between his 
birth and the demise of the Prophet Muhammad *. 
During his time, some of the elder companions were 
present, and there were individuals, in large numbers, 
who had witnessed the era of the Rightly Guided 
Caliphs and had the honor of associating with the 
Companions. In Kufa, which was Imam Abu Hanifa's 
homeland, the caliphate of Hazrat Ali (may Allah be 
pleased with him) remained established. Only 40 years 
had passed between the birth of Imam Abu Hanifa and 
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the martyrdom of Hazrat Ali. In that city, there were 
countless individuals who had witnessed the era of the 
noble Fourth Caliph of Islam. Can anyone imagine that 
Imam Abu Hanifa would have faced any difficulty in 
investigating when and how the practice of Qurbani 
commenced and who initiated it? 


Similarly, let's take the example of Imam Malik. He was 
born in 93 AH in Madinah Munawwarah, and he spent 
his entire life there. In this city, there were numerous 
families whose elders had witnessed the era of the 
Rightly Guided Caliphs, had been nurtured in the laps 
of the noble Companions, and had been brought up 
under the guidance of Prophet, Muhammad #. Can 
anyone believe that the people of this city, in such a 
short span of time, had forgotten the traditions of the 
Prophetic era, and there was no one there to explain 
who initiated the practice of Eid al-Adha's sacrifice? 


The same situation applies to all the scholars of the first 
and second centuries after Hijra. They were all so close 
to the era of Prophethood that investigating the 
distinction between Sunnah and innovation was not a 
difficult task for them. They could not easily fall into the 
misconception of considering something as Sunnah 
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when it was not. 


Continuity of Practice within the Muslim 


Community 


b.i 


The third most important testimony is the continuous 
practice of the Muslim community. Eid al-Adha and the 
act of sacrifice during it, which began on the same day 
the Prophet Muhammad (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) initiated it, has remained an 
established practice among Muslims from that time 
until today. There has never been an interruption in its 
observance, and every generation has accepted it as a 
part of Islamic tradition and passed it on to subsequent 
generations. This is a universal practice that has been 
consistently upheld in every corner of the world where 
Muslims reside. 


This unbroken chain of practice is akin to the continuity 
that preserved the Quran, and it is a testament to the 
fact that fourteen centuries ago, in the Arabian 
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Peninsula, Muhammad ibn Abdillah #@ (Allah’s 
countless peace and blessings be upon him) was indeed 
sent as a Prophet. Anyone who questions this 
continuity is, in essence, raising doubts about the 
preservation of Islam itself. 


The nature of this matter is not such that there could 
have been a period in our history during which Eid al- 
Adha and its associated practices were not observed, 
only for someone to discover a ruling on the subject 
written in an ancient book. Then, a few individuals 
decided to tell others, "Look, we found this written here. 
Therefore, O Muslims, let us now start celebrating Eid 
al-Adha and offering sacrifices because it has recently 
come to our attention." If such a scenario had occurred, 
it would have left a trace in history, indicating when 
and where this incident took place and who was 
responsible for it. However, no such record exists in 
history. 


Furthermore, it is inconceivable that, in any period, 
Muslims did not have access to the teachings and 
practices of the Prophet (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him) or that they could have been led 
astray by questionable sources. Instead, they 
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consistently adhered to the guidance of their Prophet 
and passed it down from generation to generation, 
without any gaps. This practice has continued to this 
day, and no one can claim that this continuous tradition 
was initiated recently based on some old text. Muslims, 
in complete unanimity, have accepted and followed this 
practice without any reservations, knowing that it has 
always been a part of their religious heritage. 


Our Moral Decline 


b.i 


These three types of testimonies and streams of 
evidence are in complete harmony with each other. 
Numerous authentic and reliable narrations, the 
research of all reputable jurists within the Muslim 
community, and the continuous and uninterrupted 
practice of the entire Muslim ummah all corroborate the 
same fact. After considering all these pieces of evidence, 
what room is left for doubt that this practice was indeed 
instituted by the Prophet Muhammad _ (Allah’s 
countless peace and blessings be upon him)? 
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Now, if someone claims to possess evidence, even of the 
lowest degree, that can prove that this practice was not 
established by the Prophet (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him), they should present it. They 
should inform us when, by whom, where, and in what 
manner this grand deception was perpetrated upon the 
entire Muslim world, causing them to accept it as the 
Sunnah of the Prophet # (Allah’s countless peace and 
blessings be upon him). The reality is that our 
intellectual decline and moral descent are more 
disgraceful than this scenario. No one among us should 
have the audacity to challenge well-established, agreed- 
upon facts of our faith, let alone question their 
fundamental principles without any substantial 
evidence. Nevertheless, individuals with their own 
agendas rise to challenge these truths, and we witness 
voices rising in support of such claims. Despite their 
claims, they lack any evidence or testimony to 
substantiate their assertions. 


Religious Analysis of the Opponents' Arguments 


b.i 
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Opponents often bring up the argument that sacrificing 
animals for Eid al-Adha is a waste of resources, 
emphasizing the substantial financial expenditure 
involved. However, this perspective is flawed for 
several reasons. 


Firstly, when an act is commanded by the Quran and 
the Sunnah, a true Muslim, if indeed they are a Muslim, 
cannot perceive spending money, time, or effort on it as 
wasteful. Such a belief disregards the fact that the most 
precious thing one can possess is their faith. 


Secondly, Islam does indeed value the common good 
and national development, but it places even greater 
importance on safeguarding Muslims from shirk 
(associating partners with Allah), strengthening their 
belief in monotheism (Tawheed) in thought and action, 
fostering gratitude towards Allah, recognizing His 
sovereignty, and nurturing an attitude of worship and 
servitude. All of these are deeply ingrained in their lives 
and should remain steadfast. 


For these purposes, Allah and His Messenger # have 
prescribed various acts of worship, and among them is 
the act of sacrifice. Sacrificing wealth in this form holds 
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far more value than contributing to public welfare 
projects or national development initiatives. Only 
someone who has lost their sense of Islamic values 
would perceive it as wasteful. 


Thirdly, it is important to understand that Allah and 
His Messenger have prescribed specific forms of 
worship that cannot be altered or replaced without 
valid religious authority. Our duty is to implement 
these commands precisely as prescribed by the Shariah. 
We, as individuals, do not have the authority to change 
or replace them arbitrarily. Just as an individual cannot 
substitute their daily prayers with acts of charity, 
similarly, they cannot replace the act of sacrifice with 
other charitable deeds during Eid al-Adha. To do so is 
not an act of virtue; rather, it is a grave sin. 


In summary, the act of sacrificing animals during Eid al- 
Adha is a divinely ordained practice, and any 
expenditure associated with it is not wasteful but rather 
a cherished form of worship. This practice plays a vital 
role in preserving the fundamental tenets of Islam and 
attempts to substitute or eliminate it undermine the 
essence of our faith. 
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An Analysis from a Social Perspective 


b.i 


Now, let's step away from the purely religious 
viewpoint and consider this "waste" from a peculiarly 
social standpoint. There is no nation in the world that 
spends hundreds of millions of rupees solely on their 
traditions, gatherings, and national or international 
festivities. The civilization, social, ethical, and moral 
benefits of these activities far outweigh the money 
spent. No hard-nosed materialist from Europe or 
America can convince himself that the millions spent 
every year on Christmas, where Christianity comes 
together globally, is a waste of money. They would 
dismiss such a notion without hesitation and rightly say 
that if an international celebration opportunity fosters 
social and moral benefits that far exceed the costs, it's a 
wise investment. 


Hinduism, as another example, doesn't even think 
about measuring its traditions and festivities by the 
yardstick of material wealth. These customs are a 
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significant means of uniting their community. Without 
them, the divisions, differences, and various prejudices 
among them would render them incapable of forming a 
united nation. This applies to other social gatherings 
celebrated by different nations around the world too. 
Each event desires its unique form, and substantial 
effort is put into bringing it to life. However, no nation 
thinks that hospitals, schools, and factories are the only 
things worth investing in and that these festivities and 
celebrations are all futile. 


Moreover, concerning festivities and celebrations, none 
of celebrations of any other religion or culture offers 
such profound spiritual, religious, and ethical benefits 
as our Eid Al-Adha does. No other festivities and 
ceremonies can be so void of shirk, sin, and 
reprehensible behaviours as our Eids are. None of the 
festivals of other nations are sanctioned by the Divine 
except ours. [Consider this on one side and then the 
claims by some so-called intellectuals to ban animal 
sacrifice on the other and question yourself:] Have we 
decided to make materialism our goal and have aims to 
surpass all other nations in this (because of which we 
want to rid ourselves of such a pure and wholesome 
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event that revives the spirit of the ummah)? Is the 
"waste" of sacrificing animals for Eid just an excuse? 
Where does this "waste" even go? Is the value of the 
animals we buy for sacrifice not found in the pockets of 
our fellow countrymen who raise and trade these 
animals? If it is indeed waste, then shut down all the 
markets and shops in our country where billions of 
rupees are spent on buying goods. Do the animals 
bought for sacrifice get buried in the ground, or are they 
thrown into the fire? Their meat is consumed by 
humans, isn't it? If this is wasteful, then we should also 
stop spending money on everyday food, which 
amounts to far more than what is spent during Eid al- 
Adha. Only someone whose values have strayed 
significantly from Islamic principles can consider this 
wasteful. 


Some people fail to realize that this notion of wastage is 
exaggerated, claiming that a lot of meat goes to waste 
during Eid al-Adha. However, we have been living in 
this country for quite some time, and we have never 
seen heaps of spoiled meat. They should tell us where 
they witnessed such a sight. 


Another argument being raised is that there is a 
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continuous decline in the number of animals in the 
country, leading to a decrease in the availability of milk 
and ghee. Because of this, they claim, the government 
had initially ordered a two-day ban on meat in a week 
instead of one day. However, even that did not yield 
any results. Now, it might become necessary to extend 
the ban to three days soon. In such a situation, imposing 
restrictions on sacrificial animals during Eid becomes 
inevitable. Because if thousands of animals continue to 
be slaughtered on this occasion, there will be a shortage 
of both animals and milk and ghee. 


[Let us analyse this claim.] When it comes to addressing 
the shortage of animals, reducing their presence in the 
market to the point of scarcity is best achieved by 
decreasing their demand further and further! If this 
trend persists, livestock breeders will inevitably exit the 
profession due to the continual decline in demand 
resulting from restrictions on the days when their meat 
is available for sale. When the demand for their 
livestock diminishes to the extent that sales are 
suspended for 156 days annually, and even for those 
three days of the year for which they used to rear 
thousands of animals with the hope of selling them for 
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sacrifice, they face market downturns, it is evident that 
there will be no attraction left for them in this business. 
They will be compelled to seek their livelihood 
elsewhere, and they will continue to reduce livestock 
farming. 


Furthermore, if the supply of animals continues to 
decrease and those considered more “prudent” decide 
to further restrict meat consumption and completely 
ban the sacrifice of cattle on Eid, then one day, you will 
find this country turning into a haven Ahimsa? and 
Jainism. God knows who was that ‘economic guru’ that 
advised these individuals that the solution to the 
shortage of animals in the market lies in reducing the 
demand for animals rather than promoting their 


3 Ahimsa is a philosophical viewpoint prevalent in various religions 
across Asia, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and others. It 
advocates for non-violence and the avoidance of harm to all beings, 
including animals. As a result, many individuals who embrace Ahimsa, 
either as a tenet of their faith or independently, choose to follow a 
vegetarian or vegan diet. Muslims do not consider this philosophy to be 
correct as God has allowed in the scriptures to eat animal meat and 
humans cannot make it haram upon themselves. If one studies that 
Zoological and biological details, one can understand why certain 
animals have been allowed to be consumed as food and despite been 
eaten by humans for thousands of years, there population has only 
increased. 
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reproduction and supporting livestock breeders. 


As far as the shortage in the supply of milk and ghee is 
concerned, those who consider this shortage to be 
caused by the sacrifice of animals on Eid or for 
consumption can only be those who act and live like the 
foreign invaders who came from outside to rule our 
country (and hence lacked the on-ground knowledge of 
the matters). Just like foreign journalists sitting in their 
offices, they have made the conclusion that “it must be 
the milk-giving animals that have been sacrificed in 
thousands; this must be the reason for the shortage of 
milk and ghee.” Rather than this approach, if they had 
wandered around the country to find out the price of 
animals that give milk, the price of meat, and the 
amount of meat that comes out of an animal on average, 
then they would have found no difficulty in realizing 
that only those butchers can slaughter the milk-giving 
animals for selling the meat who have no interest in 
earning and who have the pure and noble intention of 
feeding their customers from their own pocket! Only 
such a person can purchase a milk-giving animal for 
sacrifice whose monthly income has exceeded 
hundreds and gone into thousands [as it does not make 


97 


The Philosophy of Sacrifice — Maulana Syed Abul Aala Maududi 


any financial sense for the common people]. 


Some additional arguments of those who wish to ban 


animal sacrifice 


b.i 


Recently, a gentleman made a futile attempt to compile 
some “Shari’i” precepts to present to the government, 
hoping to persuade it to limit the number of sacrifices 
allowed each year, if not banning them altogether. He 
suggests that the government allocate the excess funds 
from sacrifices, beyond the set limit for the number of 
sacrifices to be made each year, to charitable causes. 
Assess the strength of these arguments yourself; they 


are presented below. 


They claim that the law giver intends to restrict the 
number of animals to be sacrificed and hence it was 
made obligatory only upon those who could afford it. 
In the Hadith also, it is stated that every household 
should offer a sacrifice on Eid al-Adha and a sacrifice in 
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Rajab annually*. However, according to Tirmidhi, this 
Hadith is considered weak and with poor chain of 
transmission, and Abu Dawood explicitly stated that 
the command for the Rajab sacrifice was abrogated by 
the Prophet *. Nevertheless, if this argument is 
overlooked, the question arises that when making 
something obligatory, if the Lawgiver sets a minimum 
limit, does it mean He wishes to restrict it? Prayer is 
only obligatory at five specific times. Does this mean 
that the legislator intends to restrict prayer and dislikes 
offering more than the obligatory units? Fasting is only 
obligatory during Ramadan. Does this mean that the 
Lawgiver intends to restrict fasting and that voluntary 
fasts are undesirable? A limited amount of Zakat is 
obligatory only on those who meet the threshold. Does 
this mean that spending in the way of Allah is to be 
restricted and discouraged, and if someone below the 
threshold spends in the cause of God or someone above 
the threshold gives charity besides Zakat, is it 
considered undesirable? 


4 Through this, they wish to prove that an eligible household cannot 
sacrifice more than two animals ina year. Moreover, as a limit is set here, 
it means that the Lawgiver wishes to restrict this practice, they argue. 
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They present some examples from the Quran regarding 
the concessions for those who make mistakes during 
their Hajj and are required to offer animals for sacrifice 
as recompense. They argue that the Lawgiver Himself 
has provided alternatives to offering animals for 
sacrifice: they can fast or spend in charity as sanctioned 
by Allah SWT. 


From this, they try to infer that a similar alternative can 
also be advised for the sacrifice on Eid Al-Adha. 
However, this argument is fundamentally flawed. In 
the case of hajj, the Lawgiver Himself prescribed two or 
three alternative forms to alleviate the burden of an 
obligation. Here, the Lawgiver has only given one 
option and rather than the Lawgiver, it is they who are 
suggesting alternatives to an obligatory command. 
Who has given you this authority? Are you also free to 
prescribe alternatives for prayers, fasting, Zakat, Hajj, 
and other duties and obligations as you see fit? 


Then they completely misinterpret a statement from 
Hidaya (a Hanafi Fiqhi text), suggesting that although 
offering a sacrifice is preferable during the days of 
sacrifice, instead of that, giving the value of the animal 
in charity is also permissible. However, no jurist holds 
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the opinion that during the days of Eid al-Adha, giving 
the value of the animal in charity can be an alternative 
to sacrifice. Had the poor author of Hidaya known that 
his statement 224) Aj r Hit (Sacrifice therein is 
better than charity with the price of the sacrificial 
animal) would be interpreted to mean that instead of 
sacrifice, giving the value of the animal in charity is also 
correct, he would have repented ten times for it. It 
should also be kept in mind that Hidaya is not the only 
text in Hanafi Fiqh. There are countless other books 
available throughout the world, which, more or less, 
clarify that on the days of mandatory sacrifice, giving 
an equal amount in charity does not lift the obligation. 


Another fascinating argument they present is that 
nowadays, people lack sincerity and piety, and instead 
of these virtues, they perform sacrifices for the sake of 
pride, ostentation, and to maintain their reputation. It 
seems that when these same people, instead of 
sacrificing, contribute generously to national funds, and 
that too, in government funds, with great enthusiasm, 
this action will be carried out with utmost sincerity and 
piety. Looking at arguments like this, it does not seem 
to be far-fetched to imagine that very soon every 
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mosque will have a government official sitting in it with 
“sincerity meter” and he will check all masjid attendees 
with it; all ostentatious worshiper identified through 
this inspection will be instructed to contribute money to 
national funds instead of offering voluntary prayers 
and Sunnah prayers. 


These are the shaky grounds on which the argument 
against animal sacrifice is built, claiming that restricting 
the sacrifice is the true intent of Shariah! 
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Appendix - Response to a question about 


the sacrifice of cow in India 


Tarjumanul Quran, Aug 1945 
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Question: 


If the Muslim community were to stop the sacrifice of 
cows in India, it would make any significant impact 
from the Islamic perspective; it wouldn’t be hard on us 
like the day of judgement! Especially when this act 
brings more harm than benefit; then why not work 
towards achieving unity with our neighbouring 
community through this concession? Likes of this 
approach had already been established in the past by 
Akbar the Great, Jahangir, Shah Jahan, and the present 
Nizam of Hyderabad. 


Answer: 


You have mentioned the names of some great "Imams" 
in your question but I do not have the honor of 
following any of them. In my opinion, if Muslims in 
India were to forsake the sacrifice of cows to appease 
Hindus, even if it might not result the cosmic Judgment 
Day mentioned in the Quran, it would still be a 
Qiyamah for Islam in India. It is regrettable that your 


perspective on this issue is completely opposite to the 
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viewpoint of Islam. To you, the importance lies only in 
resolving the causes of discord and conflict between 
two communities. However, Islam places primary 
importance on ensuring that those who embrace the 
belief in the Oneness of Allah are safeguarded from 


every possible threat of polytheism. 


In a country where cows are not worshipped, not 
considered as divine beings, and their sanctity is not 
revered, sacrificing a cow is merely a permissible act, 
which, if not performed, is not blameworthy. However, 
in a place where cows are worshipped and regarded as 
sacred, the directive for cow sacrifice holds significance, 
just like how it held significance for Bani Israel. If in 
such a country, Muslims refrain from cow sacrifice for 
some time and abstain from consuming beef out of any 
perceived Maslahah, there is a definite risk that they 
will eventually be influenced by the idolatrous beliefs 
of their neighboring communities, and the sanctity of 
cows will gradually embed itself in their hearts, similar 
to how the Bani Israel adopted this mindset while living 


among the cow-worshipping people in Egypt, as 
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mentioned in the Quran, “for their hearts are filled to 
overflowing with love of the calf" (Al-Bagarah 93). 
Consequently, even if Hindus in such an environment 
accept Islam or other beliefs, the veneration of cows will 


persist within them. 


Therefore, I consider cow sacrifice in India obligatory, 
and in my view, a Hindu's acceptance of Islam is not 
valid until they consume beef at least once. This is also 
indicated in the Hadith where the Prophet Muhammad 
Æ said: "Whoever prays like we do, faces our Qiblah, 
and eats our slaughtered animals, then that person is 
one of us." The phrase "eats our slaughtered animals" 
implies breaking the shackles of superstitions, 
restrictions, and bondage that kept someone confined 


in a state of ignorance. 
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